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Cal Poly PowerSave Program Wins So Cal Competition to Reduce Water and
Energy Usage in Student Dorms
SAN LUIS OBISPO — Cal Poly’s chapter of the PowerSave Campus Program won a
Southern California competition to reduce water and energy consumption on campus.
The SoCal PowerSave League win is part of the 2014 Campus Conservation
Nationals.
Cal Poly had an average reduction of 2.9 percent, beating out UC Santa Barbara and
Cal Poly Pomona with reductions of .6 percent and .5 percent, respectively.
The Cal Poly contingent consisted of six “Red Brick Halls,” dormitories housing first-
year students. This year’s winning dorm, Trinity Hall, had energy and water savings
of 5.6 percent.
The halls have also hosted an intra-campus competition, the Red Brick Hall Energy
Competition, for seven years. The awareness generated from the competition
appears to have contributed to energy and water savings throughout the year. The
year-round energy and water usage for the Red Brick Halls is about 30 percent
lower than it was seven years ago.
During the month-long competition, students could monitor their building’s energy
and water use in real-time on a Web-based dashboard. The dashboard also included
tips to reduce consumption and news about sustainability-related events on campus.
The competition encouraged students to turn off unnecessary lighting, reduce energy
use from refrigerators, use power strips to eliminate loads from appliances on
standby, turn down thermostats, take shorter showers, and wash laundry in cold
water and wash only full loads.
The Cal Poly chapter of the PowerSave Campus Program is hosted by Facility
Services.
For more information on the Cal Poly PowerSave Campus Program, contact Nadia
Carroll at njcarroll@calpoly.edu.
Related Links:
— PowerSave Campus Program Dashboard: buildingdashboard.net/calpoly.
— The PowerSave Campus Program at Cal Poly: afd.calpoly.edu/greencampus.
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